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i. The oricin of the Supreme Committee for the liberation 
of Lithuania (Vik): 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


we “he Provisional National Covernment that wie set up 


by Lithuanian insurgents at the outbreak of the 


usso-German war and chsreed vith implementing the 


re-establishing of the indevendent and sovereign 
otate of Lithuania was suppressed by the Mazis in 
August 1941. Resistance arainst the new occuvier 
was carried out, at first, by separate underrrouné 
movements. The coordination of their activities 
was achieved in dus course by an ipreement| betreen 
the traditions] political verties and the newly 
formed resistance movements. «as a result,! the 
Supreme Committee for the Liberation of Lithuania 
(Vyriausias Tietuvos Islaisvinimo Komitetas, abbr. 
VLE) was created in October 1943. It issued its 
first declaration to the Lithuanian people! on 
io February 1944, the 16th easwiversary of] the 
declaration of Lithuania's indenendence, 


b. in the soring of 1944, most of the Supreme Committee's 


members were ariested by the Gestano nd taken to 
orisons anc concentration cumns in Germany|, Their 
work was continued by their denuties after th 
Liberation of the members by the advancing! U. on 
Army, the Supreme Committee resurec its work in 
“urzburg, Germany, in the spring of 1945. ince 
Gctober 1945, the Headquarters of the Supreme 
Committee has been in Pfullingen, French Zone of 
Oecupation, Germany. In November 1946, an 
“xecutive Council vas formed by the Supreme 
Committee. (The former may be rerarded asi sui 
generis Government; the latter, as parliament. ) 


In duly 1948, eo joint meetine took olace fin Raden- 


Pacen, Cermany, of the renresentatives of the 
sunreme Committee anu the Executive Council with 
the plenivotentiaries sent by the Heedquarters of 
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Supreme Committee were praised by 
country’s renresents: tives; the Supreme Com ittee 


wHS once more empowered by the fiehting people of 
Lithuania to act as the supreme sclitical authority 


é “bro ad 
AS a result of internal deliberations 
. achieving the most efficient organizat 
iberation activities, the Executive Council 
ermed vithin the Supreme Committee itsel 
ust 1949. The President of the Supreme 
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to work toward the Liberation of Lithuania, 


with a view 
jon of 


was 


f in 


Com -.- 


is,at the same time,the vresidcent of the 


The Supreme Conmittee is composed of the following 


parties ‘and thefr respective leucers: 


je 


whe 


members. “ot the Supi Supreme Committee: 


rr 
waa 


“he Lithuanian Ciristian-Lemocratic F 
ed py Msgr. Myxolas KRUPAVIGIUS, At 
rrestuent of both the Supreme Committee a 
syeeubive Council. 


ral 


arty, represent- 
present he is 
t 


the 


Yone Peasant Panulist Union of Lithuania, represented 


by Bronius PIVILIUKAS-BAUIULIS. 
The Lithuaniin Front, 


cu0zas BRAZAITIS., 


The 
h ¥ 


Social.-Lenocratic Party of Eetinendass 
Professor Juozas KAMINSKAS. 


She Lithu: 
Mealys GalDs 


gian National Union, representec 


TUNAS 


The Lithuanian Farmers't Union, 
Petras “ARVELIS. 


represented by l’roféssor 
| ; 
reoresented 
by 


renresented by Dr. 


he Lithuanian Federation of Labor, represented by 


Yytaut.s VAITIRNKUNAS, 


ae Urion of Combatants for_the Liberty of | Lithuania, 


prerented by Metys VALIUKENAS , | 


Tne “ithuanian Unity Movement, represented | 
DAVaLLUNAS. 


Tho Lithuanian Farmers’ Party, renresentea 


Veclovas SIUZIKAUE KS, 


wecutive Council is formed from the folloyv 


ser. Mykolus KRUPAVICIUS, vresicent, ané i 
whe office for fostering the national noten 


a are “ re : eR a 
#ironius BIPLIUsAsS-PACTULIS, Vice-rresicent, 
Heau of the Finance service, 


by Jonas 
iby 


fine 


ed of 
tiaslity, 


sna 


| and 


vrofessor Juozas BRAZAITIS, Vice-rresicent, 
ilesc of the Service for Foreien affairs. 
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4. Professor Juozas KaAbIINOKSS, Vice-rregivent) and 
‘ead of the Service for Planning the Country's 


Feonomic Recovery. 


wo. 
e,. halys GaALbZ1UNas, secretary, and Head of 
Information Service. 


the 


carty Characteristics: An accurate asresement of the 


eer emma 


Peal political strength of the above-mentioned parties 
is at present extremely aifficult, if possible at all. 
First, because the lest uemocra\ic election in /Lithuanla 
book pluce as long ago as 1926 and many shiftings in 
Lithuanian public opinion have occurred since then. 
Seconu,vecause the tro extreme..y here ane uevast:ting 
occupations have prorounuly affected the volitical 
thinking ot the people. One cr the effects has been 
the spontaneous emergence of the so-celled resistance 
sovernents (the Lithuanian Frozt, the Union of |Combstants, 
ebe.j,which not only organize: the people's resistence 
aguinet the consecutive occuplers but also claimed 
their part in political leacership. However, the 


tnportunt fuct has been estublishea thst the 


Lithuanian 


weonle at home are, in their yresent distress, not in 


the least concerned vith part; differences. 


They are 


unanimous in their arcent cerire to pet rid of the 
feudly occupation, From this viernoint, they| request, 


and fully aporove of, the unicication of ell 
common action. The parties Ggonstituting the 


forces for 
Supreme 


Committee have agreed to coneantrate their efforts on 


tne liberation or the country oné@ to put aside, for the 


Lime being, their factional aspirations. 


a, “he Lithuanian Christian !emocratic Party) was pre- 


dominant in Tlithuania (in coglition vith 
uanian Farmers’ Union anc the Lithuanian 


the Lith- 
Federation 


of Labor) until 1926. In general, its basic princinles 
ore the same as those of “hristian Democratic Parties 
abroad; however, it hac “roved more progressive in 

the Re ee fielu. Under the leacership of =serr. 


nRUPAVI 


IUu, it hac carried out a radical agrarian 


reform soon after Worla var I, a daring anc revol- 


utionary uncertaking et chot time. The i 


lithuanian 


Farmers’ Union was more vonservative though based 
on the same Christian pr'neiples of social justice. 


“he Lithuanian Feceration of Labor, also 


jof Christe 


ien allegiance, hau oririrally exertea consicerable 
influence over the workin: class, but lost it, to 
some extent, to the Socia,-Lemocrals in the election 
nf 1926. The strength of these three Christian 
nurtvies consisted ainly :n the suosort given to 


ihem by the rural populut:ion. 


hb, The reasant ropulist Union of Lithuania was the most 


nowerful liberal party, wits aurked anti-clerical 


Leonings. it emerged the wargest single 


yarty out 


af the election of 1926, ari came to power in 
coalition with the Social [tmocrats ane the Lithe. 
nanian Farmers! Party (a small right-wing liberal 


party). Folloving some Cornunist-stared 


oisturbances 


‘hich the Government failed to settle, it was overe 
thrown in a coup dfetat in iecember 1926, The 
party's members continued ‘0 hold most off the key 


rositions in the country's economy. The 


Party's 
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strength ley mainly with the small bourgeoisie. 

he Farmers! varty was suyportea b> some intellect- 
ual circles, The Social Lemocrits sourht the support 
or indurtrial workers anu exertec some influence 

over &@ groun ol small-holcing peusants. 


he Netionsl Union, a nerligible narty before 1926, 
became comparatively noverful follo ing the coup 
.fetat of 1926,when « sinfle-narty rerime was 
pracually introcuced. it was mainly supported by 
the country's bureaucracy. Since 1940, the Party 
hes renounced ite authoritarign princioles. 


“he Lithuanian Front evolve. in 1940-1941 from the 
cluncestine anti-Soviet movement knorn as the 
Lithuanian Activist Front, which organizea the 
revolt of June 1941. The Lithuanian activist 
Front originally was comprised of freedom firhters 
of various volitical and idedlorical shadings. 
Later, in 1941 und after, liberal-minded activists 
left the ovement ana founded the Union of Combatants 
for the Liberty of Lithuania, The Lithuanian 
Activist Front itself was reorganized as the 
Lithuanian Front. lost of its leaders are young 
Catholic intellectuals bent on adapting the 
country's political anu social life to -.mouern 
reunirements, They proclaim the principle of 


. cultural autonomy which vould excluce political 


grouping according to iceolorical and relirious 
beliefs. 


In the Union of Combatants for the Liberty of 
Lithuanla, leftewing liberals were originally pre 
fouinant., At present it has aligned itself vith 

phe National Union. Both the Lithuanian Front and 
she Union of Combatants for the Liberty of Lithuania | 
Louk a Llenuing part in the Lithuanian resistence 
movement curing the German occupation of Lithuania, 
Vany of their leucers anu members fell victims to 
Sestapo persecution. 


The Lithuanian Unity Lovement vas noinly an intellect- 
usil rovement. st oresent it has alignec itself vith 
the Lithuanian Front. The Lithuanian Federation 

ot Labor has also cone so. 
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heriving its authority from the political will of the 
ithuanian people, the Supreme Comittee for the 
Tiberation of Lithuania has never considered itself 4 
vefugec organization. However, it has maintained close 
eontacs with the Lithuanian refugees through their 
organization, the Lithuanian Rkefugee Community, and 
nag been recognized and supported by all Lithuanians 
throuphout the world as the susreme political authore- 
ity and the true voice of the Lithuanian people. ‘The 
Supreme Committee's collaboration "ith Lithuanian 
Lepations (in “ashington, London, Paris, the Vatican, 
ang So.th America) has always been smooth ané efficient. 
he guection/whether the Executive Council of the 
Supreme Committee is to become, in due time, a 
Governmentein-exile, has so fur been left undecided. 

{It is up to the Supreme Committee anc the Ministers 
Plenivotentiary to reach a joint decision in this 


mabtext. 


am 
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